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RON DESANTIS LAUREL M. LEE 
Governor Secretary of State 

June 23, 2021 

Honorable Doug Chorvat, Jr. 

Hernando County Clerk’s Office 
20 North Main Street, Rm. 362 

Brooksville, Florida 34601 

Attention: Ms. Heidi Kurppe, Deputy Clerk 

Dear Mr. Chorvat: 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your 

electronic copy of Hernando County Ordinance No. 2021-12, which was filed in this office on June 23, 

2021. 

Sincerely, 

Anya Grosenbaugh 

Program Administrator 

AG/lb 

R. A. Gray Building  500 South Bronough Street  Tallahassee, Florida  32399-0250 

Telephone: (850) 245-6270 
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1 ORDINANCE NO.: 2021-~ 

2 AN ORDINANCE MODIFYING THE VARIAN CE PROCEDURE RELATED TO 

3 REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE LOT SIZE REQUIRED FOR SEPTIC 

4 SYSTEMS IN THE HERNANDO COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES; 

5 PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE 

6 CODE; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; 

7 PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

8 WHEREAS, Chapter 28, Article III, Division 3 ofthe Hernando County Code ofOrdinances 

9 contains references to the Board of Adjustment and Appeals, which no longer exists; and 

10 WHEREAS, Hernando County desires to amend Chapter 28, Article III, Division 3 of the 

11 Hernando County Code of Ordinances to remove such references. 

12 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

13 COMMISSIONERS OF HERNANDO COUNTY: 

14 Section 1. Modification of Chapter 28, Article III, Division 3 of the Hernando County 

15 Code of Ordinances. Chapter 28, Article III, Division 3 of the Hernando County Code of 

16 Ordinances is hereby amended as follows: 

1 7 Sec. 28-96. - Short title. 

18 This division shall be known and may be referred to as the "Sewerage and Water 
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1 Ordinance of Hernando County, Florida." 

2 Sec. 28-97. - Goals and benefits. 

3 This division is promulgated for the purpose ofprotecting the ground water supplies 

4 from contamination by individual sewage disposal systems. 

5 Sec. 28-98. - Definitions. 

6 As used in this division, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this 

7 section: 

8 Acre: Forty-three thousand five hundred sixty (43 ,560) square feet. 

9 County: The unincorporated area of the county. 

10 Developer: Any person, persons, partnership, firm, corporation or cooperative 

11 enterprise undertaking or participating in the development ofland or the construction 

12 ofbuildings on lots. 

13 Development: The splitting or division of property into two (2) or more parcels. 

14 Individual sewage disposal system: A system of piping, one or more tanks or 

15 treatment devices and one or more subsurface absorption fields for handling, treating 

16 and disposing of sewage wastes. 

17 Lot: A tract or parcel ofland under one (1) ownership duly recorded and having been 
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1 created by inclusion in a record plat or by execution of a deed, contract for sale or 

2 other legal document. 

3 Planned development project: A complex of structures and uses planned as an 

4 integral unit of development rather than as a single principal structure or use on a 

5 single lot. 

6 Sec. 28-99. - Restrictions as to number of systems per lot. 

7 (a) In residential developments where a central water supply system is utilized, 

8 a maximum of one individual sewage disposal system per twenty-one 

9 thousand five hundred (21,500) square foot lot is allowed. 

(b) In residential developments where individual wells are utilized, a maximum 

11 ofone individual sewage disposal system per each one (1) acre lot is allowed. 

12 

13 (c) In planned development projects on a central water supply, the minimum lot 

14 size requirements per individual sewage disposal may be modified provided 

15 the overall density of the project does not exceed one (1) septic tank per 

16 twenty-one thousand five hundred (21,500) square feet and is subject to 

17 approval by the county planning and zoning commission. 

18 
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1 Sec. 28-100. - Nonresidential developments. 

2 In any nonresidential development, current state regulations will be enforced. 

3 Sec. 28-101. - Site plan review; soil conditions, etc. 

4 (a) In a residential development utilizing individual disposal systems, the 

5 developer will provide the county health department with a site plan 

6 delineating detailed soil information. The county health department will 

7 review the infonnation and indicate septic tank suitability of the site. This 

8 evaluation will indicate any lots which have a high probability of limitations 

9 for septic tank use. 

10 (b) Setbacks, soil conditions, water table elevations and other related 

11 requirements generally applicable to the use of individual disposal systems 

12 will be met. 

13 Sec. 28-102. - Variances-Generally. 

14 Ifa strict application ofthis division creates an undue hardship on any property owner 

15 and the hardship was not as the result of the property owner's own making, the property 

16 owner may apply to the cou11ty bon1 d ofctdjust111e11ts and appeals Hernando County Board 

17 ofCounty Commissioners for a hardship variance from the strict application ofthis division. 

18 
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1 Sec. 28-103. - Same Variances-Appeal procedure. 

2 (a) An applicant appealing to the county z:oni11g board of adjustments a11d 

3 appeals Hernando County Board of County Commissioners for a hardship 

4 variance from the provisions ohhis division shall pay a filing fee oftwcuty 

5 dollar 5 ($20.00) based upon the adopted fee schedule and shall submit sr,c--{6-} 

6 copies oftlcc appticatio11 along with any additional data and information with 

7 the application required by the board to utilities director or the administrative 

8 official. The application shall be proces ed in accordance with the 

9 procedures of Atiicle V. Section 3 of Appendix A of the Hernando County 

Code of Ordinances. 

11 (b) Tbc admi11istratitc official shall tl1cu refer one copy ec1el1 oftlic applicatio11 

12 and any appt opt ic1te accompanying 111atc1 ial to the board. Tire ad11ti11ist1ati ve 

13 official sliall retain tltc 01 igiJtal copy of tltc c1pplicc1tio11 alot1g witlt 

14 accon1pa11yi11g 1nate1 ial for ti ,e 1ecord. 

15 (c) Upo111eccipt of the appcctl application, the boa1d shall fix ct 1cc1so11abk time 

16 for tlic I,cat i11g of tlte applicatior, ,u 1d gi ~·e c1ctual 11otice t!te1 eof to the parties 

17 i11 iutet est. Any pc1rty 111.iy appear i11 pct so11 01 by c1ge11t 01 by attorney c1t tlie 

18 
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1 td-)ili} The bmtrd Hernando County Board ofCounty Commissioners, after holding 

2 a an advertised public hearing, shall approve, disapprove deny. or approve 

3 subject to modifications or conditions, the application and accompanying 

4 material, if any. If the bmtrd Hernando County Board of County 

5 Commissioners approves the application, it may attach any necessary 

6 conditions such as time limitations, requirements that one (1) or more things 

7 be done before the request can be initiated, or conditions of a continuing 

8 nature to ensure that there shall be no departures from the intent of this 

9 division. Ifthe application and accompanying material is approved, the board 

10 Hernando County Board ofCounty Commissioners shall express its approval 

11 and state the conditions of such approval, if any; or, if disapp1oved denied, 

12 shall express its disapproval denial and its reasons therefor. If an application 

13 is d isapp1 ov ed denied, reasons for such disappr o ~ al denial shall be stated in 

14 writing on the records of the bmmt Hernando County Board of County 

15 Commiss ioner and a statement in writing of such grounds of disc1pp1 en al 

16 denial shall be furnished to the applicant or his agent. Ifapproved, subject to 

17 modifications or conditions, the nature of the required modifications or 

18 conditions, shall also be indicated in writing on the records of the bmtrd 
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1 Hernando County Board of County Commissioners and furnished to the 

2 applicant or his agent. 

3 Sec. 28-104. - Applicability. 

4 All lots created and all distribution and collection systems constructed after the 

5 effective date of 01di11ance No. 80-3 March 25. 1980 shall comply with the requirements 

6 contained in this division. 

7 Sec. 28-105. - Remedies and penalties. 

8 The administrative official shall issue a notice to all violators of this division and 

9 shall order that such violations cease. If necessary, the go vcrnir,g body Hernando County 

10 Board ofCounty Commissioners or any appropriate official ofthe go vc11ting body Hernando 

11 County Board of County Commissioner may institute appropriate action in court to 

12 eliminate the existence of any violation of this division or initiate proceedings. 

13 Section 2. Severability. It is declared to be the intent of the Board of County 

14 Commissioners that if any section, subsection, clause, sentence, phrase, or provision of this 

15 ordinance is for any reason held unconstitutional or invalid, the invalidity thereofshall not affect the 

16 validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

17 Section 3. Inclusion in the Code. It is the intention ofthe Board ofCounty Commissioners 

18 of Hernando County, Florida, and it is hereby provided, that the provisions of this Ordinance shall 
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1 become and be made a part ofthe Code ofOrdinances ofHernando County, Florida. To this end, the 

2 sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such intention, and that 

3 the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section," "article," or any other appropriate designation. 

4 Section 4. Conflicting Provisions Repealed. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

5 conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. 

6 Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon receipt of 

7 official acknowledgment from the office of the Secretary of State ofFlorida that this ordinance has 

8 been filed with said office. 

9 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

10 HERNANDO COUNTY in Regular Session this J,J..udday of & (\f- 2021. 

11 
12 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
13 HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 Approved for Legal Fonn and Sufficiency 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

7/4:;J~
Assistant County Attorney 
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